
National NAIDOC Week 
celebrations are held across 
Australia in the first week 
of July each year (Sunday 
to Sunday), to celebrate 
and recognise the history, 
culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. NAIDOC 
Week is an opportunity for 
all Australians to learn about 
First Nations cultures and 
histories and participate in 
celebrations of the oldest, 
continuous living cultures on 
earth. 

For five decades, NAIDOC 
Week has celebrated the voices 
of our communities — steady, 
unapologetic, and proud. 
Each year, its themes have 
called for truth, celebrated 
culture, honoured resistance, 
and reminded the nation of 
who we are.

Fifty Years of Deadly marks 
a milestone. It’s a tribute to 
the people who built this 
movement. The Elders who 
stood firm, the organisers 

who made space, the artists 
who turned resistance 
into expression, and the 
communities who keep 
showing up, year after year.

NAIDOC has always 
been more than a week — 
it’s a platform, a protest, a 
celebration, and a statement of 
survival.

This moment is about 
looking back at the stories, 
the marches, the languages, 
the art, the leadership. At the 
strength it took to get here. 
It’s about recognising how far 
we’ve come, not by chance, 
but because generations of 

people refused to be silenced.
It’s also about the here and 

now, who we are today. 
Grounded in culture. Strong 
in our identity. Leading 
change across every field, 
from health and education to 
media, business, and the arts. 
We’re telling our own stories, 
in our own way, on our own 
terms.

And it’s about the future. The 
next 50 years. The young ones 
growing up proud. The return 
of language. The return to 
Country. The fight for justice 
continuing with new tools, 
new voices, and the same fire.
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JLP Basketball is hitting heading to our communities, 
bringing a fun and active program.INSIDE THIS EDITION

NEW AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS

2026 VET PROGRAM RESUMES
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Road repairs have been underway on the Minjilang 
Airport Road.

PAGE 10 >

Students and community members in Maningrida 
have been enjoying the new Flag Football program.

The 2026 West Arnhem Animal Management 
Program has resumed.

 PAGE 3 >

Three West Arnhem residents proudly became 
Australian citizens in Maningrida.

FLAG FOOTBALL KICKS OFF

The 2025 NAIDOC Week celebrations in Minjing included a big day full of music, a colour run, foam and 
water play, cultural stalls, and a massive community barbecue. The event was a collaboration between West 
Arnhem Regional Council, CDP, the Clinic, and ALPA Store.

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF DEADLY

MINJILANG AIRPORT ROAD REPAIRS



West Arnhem Wire - Fortnightly news in brief from Jabiru, Gunbalanya, Maningrida, Warruwi and Minjilang

2

West Arnhem Regional Council acknowledges 
the First Nations Custodians; and the many 
Language and Family groups who are 
Managers and Care-takers to each of their 
Traditional homelands and Waters across the 
West Arnhem Regions Wards. West Arnhem 
Regional Council pay their respects and 
acknowledge Elders, past present and rising.

The Wire is the only regular source of news 
and information in the Kakadu and West 
Arnhem Land region. More than 500 copies 
are distributed fortnightly to Jabiru, Warruwi, 
Minjilang, Maningrida and Gunbalanya. 

Our electronic edition goes out to more than 
500 individual email addresses across West 
Arnhem Land and the Top End.

The Wire accepts advertising from businesses 
and government organisations. Placement of 
ads is subject to editorial and Council policy. 

Our competitive rates start from as little as 
$72 (including GST). Call 08 8979 9465 
today or email wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
to discuss how we can help you spread your 
messages around West Arnhem Land. 

ADVERTISING DEADLINES
Bookings: 5pm Monday prior to publication

Artwork: 5pm Tuesday prior to publication

The Wire is published fortnightly on Fridays.

The Wire is published by West Arnhem 
Regional Council. The views expressed here 
do not necessarily reflect those held by the 
Council or Councillors.

West Arnhem Regional Council 
PO Box 721, JABIRU NT 0886

www.westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Call (08) 8979 9465 or email  
wire@westarnhem.nt.gov.au
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Maningrida Radio	 106.1 FM

Minjilang Radio 	 106.1 FM

Gunbalanya Radio 	 106.1 FM

Warruwi Radio 		 106.1 FM

Jabiru Radio		    98.9 FM

TUNE INTO  
TEABBA RADIO 

The time has come for Territorians to 
book their influenza vaccination as flu 
season arrives with more than 1,400 cases 
confirmed.

Flu vaccination is recommended 
annually as the Territory enters the Dry 
season in the Top End, and winter in our 
southern parts.

During this period, flu case numbers 
peak across Australia.

Minister for Health Steve Edgington is 
urging all Territorians over the age of six 
months to get the flu vaccine.

“Different viral strains of the flu occur 
each year and it is important to receive 
an annual flu vaccine to ensure the best 
protection against current strains," he 
said.

Flu is already circulating in the Territory. 
Since the beginning of 2025, there have 
been more than 1,400 cases confirmed, 
mostly in the Top End and East Arnhem 
regions. 

The influenza vaccine is free for the 
following people:   

•	 All children aged 6 months to 5 
years

•	 All Aboriginal people aged 6 
months and over.

•	 People aged 65 years and older.
•	 Pregnant women during any stage 

of pregnancy.
•	 People aged 6 months and over with 

conditions predisposing them to 
complications from influenza.

This year, Territorians aged 5 years and 
over who are eligible for a free vaccination 
under the National Immunisation 
Program  (NIP) can also get vaccinated 
from a participating pharmacy.

To book a flu vaccination, contact a GP, 
health clinic or pharmacy.

For more information, including 
eligibility to receive the flu vaccine for 
free through the NIP, visit NT Health’s 
Flu vaccination webpage

STAY AHEAD OF FLU SEASON WITH VACCINESTAY AHEAD OF FLU SEASON WITH VACCINE

FLU VACCINE IS FREE

FOR ABORIGINAL AND

TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER PEOPLE

The flu vaccine is free for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
aged 6 months and over. 

You should get the flu vaccine every year to protect yourself, your family
and your community.

Speak to your local health clinic to get your free flu vaccine today!

Ask your local health clinic about getting
the flu vaccine 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fntministers.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gnddjt-ykbqddkd-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwire%40westarnhem.nt.gov.au%7Cac4890c0fdd34e009f7e08dd8b4eac28%7Cd6861740078246cfbede824ee8a0b66d%7C0%7C0%7C638819892212395829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dz1w3sOQXc9Qi4UKCojEOoVB577EEr7Zkx3Hrnm8MEs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fntministers.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gnddjt-ykbqddkd-y%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwire%40westarnhem.nt.gov.au%7Cac4890c0fdd34e009f7e08dd8b4eac28%7Cd6861740078246cfbede824ee8a0b66d%7C0%7C0%7C638819892212395829%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dz1w3sOQXc9Qi4UKCojEOoVB577EEr7Zkx3Hrnm8MEs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fntministers.cmail20.com%2Ft%2Ft-l-gnddjt-ykbqddkd-t%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cwire%40westarnhem.nt.gov.au%7Cac4890c0fdd34e009f7e08dd8b4eac28%7Cd6861740078246cfbede824ee8a0b66d%7C0%7C0%7C638819892212409841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z11GfFxdL7HCtxXla3MJvhS3ZGeXKlhx4xVSsZJAY1I%3D&reserved=0
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COMMUNITY VET VISITS PLANNED FOR 2026
The 2026 West Arnhem Vet Program is 

off to a strong start, with successful visits 
already completed in Maningrida and 
Jabiru! 

Throughout the year, veterinarians and 
veterinary students from the University 
of Melbourne will travel to communities 
across West Arnhem to provide essential 
veterinary services. These visits play an 
important role in improving animal health 
and welfare.

The program is strongly supported by 
Local Authorities across the West Arnhem 
region, who recognise the importance 
of maintaining healthy dog populations 
and supporting residents to care for their 
animals.

As part of the program, surgical desexing 
and parasite control are funded, and 
additional treatments and vaccinations will 
also be available at standard professional 
rates.

Residents are encouraged to take 
advantage of the program when the 
veterinary team visits their community. 
By working together, the program helps 
ensure animals across West Arnhem 
remain healthy, cared for, and an 
important part of community life.

The veterinary team will visit 
communities on the following dates: 

Gunbalanya
• 29 June – 3 July 
• 21 September – 25 September 
Maningrida
• 6 July – 10 July 
• 10 August – 21 August 
• 14 September – 18 September 
Warruwi
• 6 July – 8 July 
• 14 September – 16 September 
• Third visit date to be confirmed 
Minjilang
• 9 July – 10 July 
Jabiru
• 2 - 4 July (includes Manaburdurma) 

Please help spread the word to your 
family and friends about the upcoming vet 
visits in your community.

The theme for National Reconciliation 
Week 2026 is All In, a call for all Australians 
to commit wholeheartedly to reconciliation 
every single day.

All In makes clear that reconciliation 
is not a spectator sport and that all of us 
must step away from the sidelines and 
take action to make change.

The theme also reminds us that 
reconciliation and advancing Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ rights 
isn’t a passive activity, and it is not 
solely the responsibility of First Nations 
people, who have carried the weight of 
championing, explaining and acting for far 
too long.

Reconciliation will not happen by itself, 

and it will not happen without all of us.
The #NRW2026 campaign was created in 

collaboration with Carbon Creative, a First 
Nations-owned and operated marketing 
and creative agency.

The artwork for this campaign is by 
renowned Gumbaynggirr/Bundjalung 
artist Otis Hope Carey, who applied his 

distinctive style to create a colourful and 
optimistic visual representation of people 
from all walks of life being ‘all in’ to make 
change.

The dates for NRW remain the same 
each year; 27 May to 3 June. These dates 
commemorate two significant milestones 
in the reconciliation journey – the 
successful 1967 referendum, and the High 
Court Mabo decision respectively.

Reconciliation must live in the hearts, 
minds and actions of all Australians 
as we move forward, creating a nation 
strengthened by respectful relationships 
between the wider Australian community, 
and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.

'ALL IN' THIS NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK

“Call for all Australians to 
commit wholeheartedly 
to reconciliation every 

single day.."
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WHAT’S ON

WEEKLY 
Monday 
Underwater Hockey: Jabiru Pool, 5pm
Kakadu Deadly Runners & Walkers, 5.30pm
Fire Station Training: Jabiru Fire Station, 6pm
  

Tuesdays  
Bombers football training: Brockman Oval, 5:30pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5:30pm 
Aqua Fitness: Jabiru Swimming Pool, 6.15pm 

Wednesdays  
Skins Golf: Jabiru Golf Club, 4.45pm
Kakadu Deadly Runners & Walkers, 5.30pm
Jabiru Creative Group: Town Plaza, 6.00pm 

Thursdays  
Jabiru Bombers Football training: Brockman Oval, 5pm 
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training: Magela Oval, 5.30pm 

Fridays 
Jabiru Golf Club raffles & Members Draw, 7pm
Pool competition: Jabiru Golf Club, 7pm

Sundays
Jabiru Firey’s Fitness Training 5.30pm

National Reconciliation Week will take place from 
27 May - 3 June 2026. See your local community 
noticeboards for events.

MAY
27-3 June National Reconcilation Week 

JUNE
1-3 Flag Football Activity, Gunbalanya 
3-5 Dream, Impact, Inspire Program, Warruwi
4-5 Flag Football Activity, Jabiru
10-12 Dream, Impact, Inspire Program, Minjilang 

JULY 
Wed 1 Territory Day

#NRW2026 RECONCILIATION.ORG.AU

Members of the Maningrida community 
came together recently to celebrate a very 
special milestone, as Kelly Butler, Joseph 
Rood and Katrina Villaflores officially 
became Australian citizens.

West Arnhem Regional Council was 
proud to host the Australian citizenship 
ceremony, officiated by Mayor James 
Woods, with family, friends, colleagues 
and community members joining together 

to support them.
Citizenship ceremonies are a meaningful 

opportunity to celebrate community, 
belonging and shared values, and it was 
wonderful to officially welcome Kelly, 
Joseph and Katrina as new Australians.

Council warmly congratulates them all 
and wishes them every success as they 
continue their journey as valued members 
of the West Arnhem community!

MEMORABLE CITIZENSHIP 
CEREMONY IN MANINGRIDA

Joseph, Katrina and Kelly pictured with Councillor Jermaine Namanurki, Malala Chairperson 
Charlie Gunabarra, Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips and Mayor James Woods.

West Arnhem Regional Council is 
inviting public feedback on the Draft 
2026–27 Regional Plan and Budget.

The Draft Regional Plan outlines 
Council’s strategic priorities, 
key projects and detailed budget 
information for the next 12 months.

The Regional Plan and Budget is a 
significant document which details 
the future direction of our region 
– including service delivery plans, 
strategic pillars and long term financial 
budget.

You can read the Draft Regional Plan 
and Budget:

• On our website: https://westarnhem.
nt.gov.au

• In person at 13 Tasman Crescent 
Jabiru, or at the Community Council 
Offices in Warruwi, Minjilang, 
Maningrida or Gunbalanya

• By calling (08) 8979 9444
• By emailing info@westarnhem.

nt.gov.au
Written submissions must be received 

by 10.00am (ACST), Thursday, 4 June 
2026 and can be submitted:

By email: info@westarnhem.nt.gov.
au

By mail to:

Chief Executive Officer
PO Box 721, Jabiru NT 0886

2026-27 DRAFT REGIONAL PLAN AND BUDGET2026-27 DRAFT REGIONAL PLAN AND BUDGET
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WARC successfully participated in the recent Maningrida Job 
Fair hosted by Bawinanga Employment Services, promoting 
career opportunities and current vacancies available in 
Maningrida. 

Local staff were on hand to provide support and answer 
questions from community members with limited English 
proficiency, ensuring accessibility for all attendees. 

The event attracted approximately 100 adults and children, 
with ten stakeholder organisations present, providing WARC 
with an excellent opportunity to connect directly with potential 
local candidates.

SHOWCASING WARC AT SHOWCASING WARC AT 
MANINGRIDA JOB FAIR MANINGRIDA JOB FAIR 
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Nominations Forms: Available at your local Council Office or online at:
westarnhem.nt.gov.au/corporate-documents

Please return your nomination form to the Council Services Manager at your
local Council Office or email it to governance@westarnhem.nt.gov.au

Be a voice for your

community and

help shape its

future!

LOCAL AUTHORITY
Council is seeking nominations for community members to join the:

HOW DO I NOMINATE?

COUNCIL NOTICE

For further information:

Governance Advisor: 0478 436 222 westarnhem.nt.gov.au/our-council

In Maningrida and Minjilang (1 position in each)

Local Authorities bring community ideas to Council to
help guide local projects.

 
 
 
 
 

West Arnhem Regional Council is inviting public feedback on the draft 
2026-27 Regional Plan and Budget. 
 
For 2026-27, the Council proposes to: 
• increase general rates by 10%, which for the minimum charge on a 

single residential property is an increase of $110 per year or $2.11 
per week 

• continue to declare special rates for animal management and 
public lighting 

• increase waste charges by 10%, which for a residential property in 
Jabiru is an increase of $82 per year or $1.57 per week. 

 
The draft 2026-27 Regional Plan and Budget can be obtained: 
• Online at westarnhem.nt.gov.au/corporate-documents  
• In person at 13 Tasman Crescent Jabiru, or at the Community 

Council Offices in Warruwi, Minjilang, Maningrida or Gunbalanya 
• By calling (08) 8979 9444  
• By emailing info@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 

 
Written submissions must be received by 10.00am (ACST), 
Thursday, 4 June 2026 and can be submitted: 
By email: info@westarnhem.nt.gov.au 
By mail to: 
Chief Executive Officer 
PO Box 721, Jabiru NT 0886 
 

Katharine Murray 
Chief Executive Officer  

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
Draft 2026-27 Regional Plan and Budget  

 

            westarnhem.nt.gov.au      (08) 8979 9444 

National Sorry Day 2026 marks the 29th anniversary of the tabling 
of the Bringing them home report in 1997. The Bringing them 
home report shared this history with the nation and made wide-
ranging recommendations to address the enormous harm caused 
to Stolen Generations survivors and their families. 

A generation on, many of these crucial actions have not been taken. 
We have lost many survivors over the decades since the report, and 
time is running out for those who are left to see justice.  

Sorry without action is not enough. This year’s national theme, 
From Sorry to Action, reflects expectations that governments take 
urgent steps to create tangible and measurable change within 
survivors’ lifetimes.

This moment demands leadership, accountability and action.
www.healingfoundation.org.au
This year at the Jabiru Public Library, we put together a display of 

resources and information to share with all .

NATIONAL SORRY DAY 2026
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Going through a tough time? If you, or someone you know, are 
feeling worried or no good, we encourage you to connect with 
13YARN on 13 92 76 (24 hours/7 days) and talk with an Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander Crisis Supporter.

This is your story; your journey and we will take the time to 
listen. 

No shame, no judgement, safe place to yarn. 
We’re here for you: https://www.13yarn.org.au/ 
- 13YARN is run by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
- Free and confidential service available 24/7 from any mobile or 

pay phone
- Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Crisis Supporters to yarn to.

ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CRISIS SUPPORTERS AVAILABLEABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER CRISIS SUPPORTERS AVAILABLE

The INFLUENZA  
vaccine is recommended  
for people aged 6 months  

and over and is FREE for those 
most at risk ooff influenza  and 

its complications*

FIGHTING  
FLU STARTS 
WITH YOU
2024 INFLUENZA VACCINES AVAILABLE

* Some states and territories may provide free influenza vaccines for other groups. Speak to your GP or other health professional for more information.

Ask about the flu vaccine today

health.gov.au/flu

 A huge shout out to the West Arnhem Regional 
Council  Works Crew in Minjilang who have been 
working tirelessly to repair the Minjilang Airport 
Road following the wet season.

This road is a vital link between the airport 
and the community, and the team has shown 
incredible dedication to getting it back into shape. 
From Monday to Wednesday and again on Friday, 
the crew worked all day — even staying out on 
site for lunch each day to maximise their time on 
the job.

We are incredibly proud of what the team has 
accomplished and the commitment they continue 
to show for their community. 

It’s fantastic to see the crew putting the skills and 
knowledge gained through their Certificate III 
training into practice.

ROAD REPAIRS TO MINJILANG AIRPORT ROAD
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SHARING JOHN LEMIBANDA'S STORY IN LANGUAGE
Artist stories – John 

Lemibanda
John (skin name: 

Nabangardi, clan: Wurrik) 
tells some of his story for 
the West Arnhem Wire, with 
help from the Bininj Kunwok 
Regional Language and 
Culture Centre.

I'll tell you about my 
kunnguya (family) and about 
growing up at Madjinbardi 
(Mudjinberri), and how the old 
people would teach me about 
different things.

I was the eldest of five kids, 
but my little brother and my 
little sister, both who I  called 
Djakerr, passed away. So there 
are only three of us are left now 
-  myself and my two sisters at 
Gunbalanya. I also have lots 
of family in Gunbalanya and 
Maningrida and Minjilang 
(Croker Island).

My ngalbadjan (mother) was 
Eileen Bumiya, and her skin 
group was Ngalwakadj. She 
and her father Miyakku were 
part of the Barrbinj clan from 
koyek (east), from an area 
we call Kudjaldordo (on the 
Liverpool River south-west of 
Maningrida). I called Miyakku 
mamamh and his skin name 
was Nawamud. My mother’s 
mother was Lily Balbbun of 
the Kunumbidj clan. Her skin 
name was Ngalkodjok and I 
called her kakkak.

My nakornkumo (father) 
was Bobby Nayukyuk 
Nardumarlu was from my 
clan Wurrik, and he came from 
Mandedjkadjang not far from 
Kudjaldordo. His skin group 
was Nangarridj. His mother’s 
name was Minyiwanga from 
the Bularlhdja clan. Her skin 
name was Ngalwamud and I 
called her mamamh. 

Now Miyakku is buried at 

Kanbulnja where we used 
to stay, in the Madjinbardi 
area. My father is buried a 
bit west from there but still 
in the Madjinbardi area, 
at Mabbari. My mother is 
buried at Mumeka, because 
as nawernwarre (eldest son), I 
decided that her body should 
go back east,  where her  
modjarrkdoybuk (brother-in-
law) wanted her to be buried.

 My ngalbadjan and 
nakornkumo married, then 
moved this way karrikad 
(west) to Madjinbardi, maybe 
in the late 1950s before I was 
born. In our language we say 
kakbi for North, walem for 
south, karrikad for west and 
koyek means east. They are our 
compass directions.

When I was young in 
Madjinbardi in the 1970s 
the people I saw were all 
from koyek, from places like 
Bolkdjam or Buluhkadaru, 
from clans such as Warrayhngu 
and Bunungku. They were not 
from this country around here 
(the area which is now Kakadu 
National Park). I used to hear 
a lot of Rembarrnga language 
spoken back then. That was the 
language of my grandparents, 
of my kakkak whose name was 
Balbbun and of my mamamh, 
whose name was Minyiwanga. 
These Rembarrnga people 
could speak Kunwinjku (the 
language we spoke, and still 
speak now) but they could 
only speak it slowly. I lost 
my grandparents' languages, 
Rembarrnga and Kunumbidj, 
so I'm stuck with this 
Kunwinjku language, although 
I can understand Rembarrnga 
a little. 

I remember when I was very 
small I learned my kunwok 
(language), and about manme 
(bush tucker) and djenj (fish), 

all by watching our elders and 
what they were doing. They 
would teach me everything, 
for example how to find and 
prepare bush tucker, especially 
mankung (honey from native 
bees), and yams like kayawal, 
karrbarda and mankinjdjek. 
No matter how far away I 
travelled, I would always come 
back to learn from our elders 
who grew us up. And now it's 
us - we're the elders looking 
after things, and so now I 
help pass on the stories and 
knowledge.

My father Nayukyuk used 
to work with Balanda (white 
people) getting nganabbarru 
(buffalo) hides. He showed me 
how to cut up kunkanj (meat) 
and taught me about each 
part of the body of different 
animals, and how to cook the 
meat. Then when I got to 8 or 
9 years old, I knew how to cut 
and cook my own kunkanj. We 
had no fridge back then, so we 
had to hang the meat in the 
sun to dry out (ngarribarnnami 
kurrungbang) so flies can't 
couldn’t go in there. We could 
keep that meat for two or 
three days, or even a week 
and a half in yekke (cool dry 
season weather). Sometimes 
we would walk in the bush for 
two or three days carrying that 
dried meat. 

I went to school for a while 
in Madjinbardi. Those teachers 
were strict - we didn't act up. 
But in the school holidays 
our elders ngandikani koyek 
(would take us to the east into 
the bush) and walem (south) 
to get mankole (bamboo) for 
making spears, for trading 
with other families in other 
places where they didn’t have 
mankole. Nobody does that 
now - that mankole trade is 
finished.

Ngulken ngarrihyoy (we 
camped) at places like 
Kulahdjirrkkul, Madjawalnga,  
Mabbari, Kundurrk, 
Burruburruyu, Kanbulnya 
all around the Madjinbardi 
area, on Mirarr clan country - 
great places to visit and camp 
(kubolkmak).

My ngadjadj (uncle) from 
the  Nawakadj skin group, 
and Barrbinj clan would show 
me everything – including 
ceremony, like Kunabibi (a 
secret and special ceremony). 
He's Billy Badwana, Miyakku 
(same name as my grandfather 
who I called mamamh, his 
father) and he’s here with 
us now as I’m telling this 
story [Billy is also an artist 
at Marrawuddi Gallery]. He 
and my mamamh would take 
me everywhere for ceremony 
business.

Everything changed when I 
went to Darwin in 1978 or 79, 
for about three or four years 
with my uncle and cousin, both 
now passed away. We lived 
in Retta Dixon Home, a place 
kids were sent to by the welfare 
mob. We were breaking in 
and stealing and getting into 
trouble at Madjinbardi, so 
welfare came and picked us up 
and took us to Darwin. 

John painting. John and Joy at Marrawuddi Gallery

To be continued..
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Connect with  on  
www.myagedcare.gov.au or call 1800 200 422
*1800 calls are free from land lines;  calls from mobile phones might be charged.

If you’re finding it harder to do the things you used to, you might need 
a bit of help at home. You and your family can get help to:

Access services to support you with:
•  Rides around your community

(to see family, food shopping, doctor’s appointments
and other places)

•  Help inside and outside your home
(like vacuuming, preparing meals, cleaning gutters
and mowing the lawn)

•  Help with changes to your home
(like adding hand rails or ramps)

Find information in one spot:
•  Help and support for elders in

your community

• Who can get help

• The cost

•  People and groups specially trained
to help in your community

Help at home for older people.

Contact: Kathy on 0402 338 430 #NRW2026 RECONCILIATION.ORG.AU

Check with the 
clinic if your family 
is safe and 
up-to-date with
immunisations.

If you need an interpreter
we can book one for you.

CLEAN 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

AND SURFACES

KEEP WOUNDS 
CLEAN AND 

COVERED

COUGH AND 
SNEEZE INTO 
YOUR ELBOW

Outta Here! 
Get

Skin sores or sore throat?
See your clinic.
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SPORT

Students and community members in Maningrida have been 
enjoying the exciting new Flag Football program, facilitated by 
Bring It On Sports.

The program has provided participants with the opportunity to 
learn new skills, build confidence, stay active and connect with 
others through sport. From first-time players to those already 
familiar with team sports, it has been fantastic to see such strong 
participation and enthusiasm from the community.

Most importantly, the program has created a fun and inclusive 
environment where everyone can get involved, have a go and 
enjoy being active together.

Maningrida is the first stop on the Flag Football journey, with 
the program set to be delivered across all five West Arnhem 
communities in the coming weeks. We look forward to seeing 
more young people and community members take part as the 
program continues across the region.

FLAG FOOTY KICKS OFF IN MANINGRIDAFLAG FOOTY KICKS OFF IN MANINGRIDA


