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WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL 
 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of the West Arnhem Regional Council will be held in 
Council Chambers Jabiru on Thursday 20 November 2025 at 9:00 am. 

 
Katharine Clare Murray 
Chief Executive Officer 
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Code of Conduct: The Local Government Act 2019 
 
As stipulated in Schedule 1 of the Act, the Code of Conduct for Members is as follows: 
 
1. Honesty and Integrity: A member must act honestly and with integrity in performing official 

functions. 
2. Care and diligence: A member must act with reasonable care and diligence in performing official 

functions. 
3. Courtesy: A member must act with courtesy towards other members, council staff, electors and 

members of the public. 
4. Prohibition on bullying: A member must not bully another person in the course of performing official 

functions. 
5. Conduct towards Council staff: A member must not direct, reprimand, or interfere in the 

management of, council staff.  
6. Respect for cultural diversity and culture: A member must respect cultural diversity and must not 

therefore discriminate against others, or the opinions of others, on the ground of their cultural 
background. 
A member must act with respect for cultural beliefs and practices in relation to other members, 
council staff, electors and members of the public.  

7. Conflict of interest: A member must avoid any conflict of interest, whether actual or perceived, when 
undertaking official functions and responsibilities.  
If a conflict of interest exists, the member must comply with any statutory obligations of    disclosure.  

8. Respect for confidences: A member must respect the confidentiality of information obtained in 
confidence in the member’s official capacity.  
A member must not make improper use of confidential information obtained in an official capacity 
to gain a private benefit or to cause harm to another.  

9. Gifts: Members must not solicit, encourage or accept gifts or private benefits from any person who 
might have an interest in obtaining a benefit from the council. 
A member must not accept a gift from a person that is given in relation to the person’s interest in 
obtaining a benefit from the council.’ 

10. Accountability: A member must be prepared at all times to account for the member’s performance 
as a member and the member’s use of council resources.  

11. Interests of municipality, region or shire to be paramount: A member must act in what the member 
genuinely believes to be the best interests of the municipality, region or shire.  
In particular, a member must seek to ensure that the member’s decisions and actions are based on 
an honest, reasonable and properly informed judgment about what best advances the best interests 
of the municipality, region or shire.  

12. Training: A member must undertake relevant training in good faith. 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND OPENING OF MEETING 

Acknowledgement of Country 
 
West Arnhem Regional Council acknowledges the First Nations Custodians, and 
the many Language and Family groups who are Managers and Caretakers to 
each of their Traditional homelands and Waters across the West Arnhem Region 
Wards.  
 
West Arnhem Regional Council pays its respects and acknowledges Elders, past, 
present and rising. 
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2 PERSONS PRESENT 
3 APOLOGIES AND ABSENCES 

3.1 Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 3.1 
 Title: Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

This report is to table, for Council’s record, any apologies, and requests for leave of absence received 
by Council’s Chief Executive Officer from Elected Members, as well as record any absence without 
notice for the Ordinary Council meeting held on 20 November 2025.    

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Notes the absence of …   
2. Notes the apology received from Cr Joseph Diddo; 
3. Determines … are absent with permission of the Council.   
4. Determines … are absent without permission of the Council. 

COMMENT 

Council can choose to accept the apologies or requests for leave of absence as presented, or not 
accept them.  Apologies or requests for leave of absence that are not accepted by Council will be 
recorded as absent without notice. 

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Section 47(o) of the Local Government Act 2019. 
Council’s Scheduling and Conduct of Meetings (Elected, Local Authority and Council Committee 
Members) Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals in the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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5 ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
5.1 Acceptance of Agenda 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 5.1 
 Title: Acceptance of Agenda 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

Agenda papers are presented for acceptance at the Ordinary Council meeting held on 20 November 
2025.  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL accepts the agenda papers as circulated for the Ordinary Council meeting held on 20 
November 2025. 

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Section 92(1) Local Government Act 2019. 
Council’s Scheduling and Conduct of Meetings (Elected, Local Authority and Council Committee 
Members) Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals in the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation 
Goal 6.5 Planning and Reporting 
Robust planning and reporting that supports Council's decision-making processes 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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6 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OR STAFF 
6.1 Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 6.1 
 Title: Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

Elected Members are required to disclose an interest in a matter under consideration at an Ordinary 
Council Meeting: 
1) In the case of a matter featured in an officer’s report or written agenda item by disclosing the 

interest to the meeting as soon as possible after the matter is raised. 
2) In the case of a matter raised in a general debate or by any means other than the printed agenda 

of the Council meeting, disclosure as soon as possible after the matter is raised. 

Under disclosure, the Member must abide by the decision of the Council on whether they shall remain 
in the Chambers and/or take part in the vote on the issue. The Council may elect to allow the Member 
to provide further particulars of the interest prior to requesting them to leave the Chambers. 

Staff Members of the Council are required to disclose an interest in a matter at any time on which 
they are required to act or exercise their delegate authority in relation to the matter. Upon disclosure, 
the staff member is not to act or exercise their delegated authority unless Council expressly directs 
them to do so. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL acknowledges the declarations of interest disclosed in relation to the item listed for 
the Ordinary Council meeting held on 20 November 2025.  

LEGISLATION AND POLICYSTATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Section 114 (Elected Members) Local Government Act 2019 
Section 179 (staff members) Local Government Act 2019 
Council’s Scheduling and Conduct of Meetings (Elected, Local Authority and Council Committee 
Members) Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals in the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.4 Risk Management 
The monitoring and minimisation of risks associated with the operations of Council. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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7 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
7.1 Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 7.1 
 Title: Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

The Minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on Wednesday, 29 October 2025 are submitted to 
Council for confirmation that those minutes are a true and correct record of the meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL confirms the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on Wednesday, 29 October 
2025 as a true and correct record of the meeting.  

STATUTORY AND POLICY 

Section 101 and 102 Local Government Act 2019 
Council’s Scheduling and Conduct of Meetings (Elected, Local Authority and Council Committee 
Members) Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. 2025 10 29 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes [7.1.1 - 15 pages] 
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Minutes of the West Arnhem Regional Council Ordinary Council Meeting
Wednesday, 29 October 2025 at 9:00 am

Council Chambers

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND OPENING OF MEETING

Mayor James Woods declared the meeting open at 9:15am, welcomed all in attendance and did an 
Acknowledgement of Country.

2 PERSONS PRESENT

ELECTED MEMBERS PRESENT  

Chairperson James Woods (Mayor)

Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips

Councillor Ralph Blyth 

Councillor Mickitja Onus

Councillor Jermaine Namanurki

Councillor Henry Yates

Councillor Ralph McCoy

Councillor Steven Nabalmarda

STAFF PRESENT  

Chief Executive Officer Katharine Clare Murray

Director Community and Council Services Fiona Ainsworth

Director Finance Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters

Director Technical Services Grant McKenzie

Manager Technical Services Kylie Gregson

Governance Advisor Debbie Branson

Acting Executive Assistant Violette Stehlin

Communications and Public Relations CoordinatorHeidi Walton

GUESTS  

Nil  

Council conducted a minute silence in recognition of sorry business.
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3 APOLOGIES AND ABSENCES
3.1 Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice

 
 Agenda Reference: 3.1
 Title: Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice.
 
OCM253/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Cr Jermaine Namanurki
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Notes the absence of Cr Joseph Diddo and the late arrival of Cr Steven Nabalmarda; and
2. Determines Cr Joseph Diddo and Cr Steven Nabalmarda are absent with permission of the 

Council.  
CARRIED

4 ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
4.1 Acceptance of Agenda

 
 Agenda Reference: 4.1
 Title: Acceptance of Agenda
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Acceptance of Agenda.
 
OCM254/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT COUNCIL accepts the agenda papers as circulated for the Ordinary Council meeting held on 29 
October 2025.

CARRIED
5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OR STAFF

5.1 Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff

 
 Agenda Reference: 5.1
 Title: Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff.

Mayor James Woods declared an interest in Item 7.8 LGANT Nomination for LGANT President.
 
OCM255/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Jermaine Namanurki
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL acknowledges the declarations of interest received in relation to the items listed for 
the Ordinary Council meeting held on 29 October 2025. 

CARRIED
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6 CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES
6.1 Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes

 
 Agenda Reference: 6.1
 Title: Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Confirmation of Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes.
 
OCM256/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT COUNCIL confirms the minutes of the Ordinary Council meeting held on Tuesday, 23 September 
2025 as a true and correct record of the meeting, amended as follows:

Item 7.18 Mayor’s attendance at the National Justice Forum – increase expenditure 
$2800.00.

CARRIED

 Agenda Reference: 6.2
 Title: Confirmation of Special Council Meeting Minutes
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Confirmation of Special Council Meeting Minutes.
 
OCM257/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Jermaine Namanurki
 
THAT COUNCIL confirms the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Tuesday, 28 October 2025 
as a true and correct record of the meeting. 

CARRIED

6.3 Local Authority Meeting Minutes

 Agenda Reference: 6.3
 Title: Local Authority Meeting Minutes
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Local Authority Meeting Minutes.
 
OCM258/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL notes the minutes of the following Local Authority meetings and reviewed decisions 
made by the Local Authority:

Community Date Held Quorum Date of next meeting

Maningrida 13 October 2025 Yes Monday, 2 March 2026

CARRIED
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7 ACTION REPORTS
7.1 Review of Action Items

 
 Agenda Reference: 7.1
 Title: Review of Action Items
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Review of Action Items.

Cr Steven Nabalmarda joined the meeting at 9:44am.
 
OCM259/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Steven Nabalmarda
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and notes the report titled Review of Action Items; and 
2. Reviews the outstanding action items and gives approval for completed items to be removed 

from the register and include the Jabiru Street Lights.
CARRIED

7.2 Approval to Dispose of Surplus Fleet Assets

Agenda Reference: 7.2
Title: Approval to Dispose of Surplus Fleet Assets
Author: Kylie Gregson, Manager Technical Services 

The Council considered a report on Approval to Dispose of Surplus Fleet Assets.
 
OCM260/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Ralph Blyth
Seconded Mayor James Woods
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and notes the report entitled Approval to Dispose of Surplus Fleet Assets; and
2. Approves to dispose of fleet registration numbers CA19LL, CB46LV, 920282, CE03ST, and 

CC12GL.
CARRIED

7.3 Draft Council Meeting Schedule for 2026 Calendar Year
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Agenda Reference: 7.3
Title: Draft Council Meeting Schedule for 2026 Calendar Year
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on Draft Council Meeting Schedule for 2026 Calendar Year.
 
OCM261/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Ralph Blyth
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and notes the report entitled Draft Council Meeting Schedule for 2026 Calendar Year; 

and
2. Approves the attached 2026 Council Meeting Schedule.

CARRIED
7.4 Ministerial Advisory Council of Senior Territorians (MACST)

Agenda Reference: 7.4
Title: Ministerial Advisory Council of Senior Territorians (MACST)
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on Ministerial Advisory Council of Senior Territorians (MACST).
 
OCM262/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and notes the report titled Ministerial Advisory Council of Senior Territorians (MACST); 

and
2. Appoints Cr Ralph McCoy as the West Arnhem Regional Council nomination to the Ministerial 

Advisory Council of Senior Territorians.
CARRIED

7.5 Financial Report for the period ending 30 September 2025

Agenda Reference: 7.5
Title: Financial Report for the period ending 30 September 2025
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance

The Council considered a report on Financial Report for the period ending 30 September 2025.

Cr Ralph Blyth left the meeting at 10:19am and returned at 10:25am.
 
OCM263/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
Seconded Mayor James Woods
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and note the report titled Financial Report for the period ending 30 September 2025; 
2. Approves all four Local Authority Project Funding 2024-25 Certifications and Project Reports; 

and
3. Approves the Acquittal of Waste and Resource Management grant 2024-25.

CARRIED
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7.6 Risk Management and Audit Committee Member Update

The meeting was adjourned at 10:38am and resumed at 10:54am.

Agenda Reference: 7.6
Title: Risk Management and Audit Committee Member Update
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

The Council considered a report on Risk Management and Audit Committee Member Update.
 
OCM264/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receives and notes the report titled Risk Management and Audit Committee Member Update; 

and
2. Approves a revision of the Risk Management and Audit Committee Terms of Reference be laid 

before the Council, on or before the first ordinary council meeting in 2026, and that the Council 
continues to seek suitable expressions of interest to fill the vacant independent Chairperson 
role.

CARRIED

7.7 LGANT Submission - Remuneration Tribunal Inquiry Local Government Council and Local Authority Member Allowances 2026

Agenda Reference: 7.7
Title: LGANT Submission - Remuneration Tribunal Inquiry Local Government 

Council and Local Authority Member Allowances 2026
Author: Katharine Murray, Chief Executive Officer 

The Council considered a report on LGANT Submission - Remuneration Tribunal Inquiry Local 
Government Council and Local Authority Member Allowances 2026.
 
OCM265/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Accepts, receives and notes the late report titled LGANT Submission - Remuneration Tribunal 

Inquiry Local Government Council and Local Authority Member Allowances 2026; and 
2. Acknowledges and supports the Local Government Association of the NT draft submission to 

the Remuneration Tribunal's Inquiry into Local Government Council and Local Authority 
Member Allowances for 2026.

CARRIED
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7.7 LGANT Submission - Remuneration Tribunal Inquiry Local Government Council and Local Authority Member Allowances 2026

Agenda Reference: 7.8
Title: LGANT Call for Nominations – President and Municipal Board Directors
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on LGANT Call for Nominations – President and Municipal Board 
Directors.

Mayor James Woods left the meeting at 11:15am and Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips assumed the 
role of Chairperson.

Cr Blyth raised concerns in relation to the Mayor’s workload and current commitments.  The Deputy 
Mayor supported a nomination from a regional council for President.

Mayor James Woods returned to the meeting at 11:31am.

OCM266/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Ralph Blyth
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Accepts, receives and notes the late report titled LGANT Call for Nominations – President and 

Municipal Board Directors: and
2. Endorse the nomination from Mayor James Woods as the President of the Local Government 

Association NT Board of Directors.
CARRIED

Mayor James Woods assumed the role of Chairperson.

8 RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORTS
8.1 Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence

 Agenda Reference: 8.1
 Title: Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence.
 
OCM267/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes items of incoming and outgoing correspondence including LGANT 
and ALGA Board Meeting Communiques and correspondence from Shine Lawyers and a response from 
Mills Oakley.

CARRIED
8.2 Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor
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 Agenda Reference: 8.2
 Title: Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor
 Author: Katharine Murray, Chief Executive Officer

The Council considered a report on Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor.
 
OCM268/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Henry Yates
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor.

CARRIED
8.3 Meetings and Events attended by the CEO

 Agenda Reference: 8.3
 Title: Meetings and Events attended by the CEO
 Author: Katharine Murray, Chief Executive Officer

The Council considered a report on Meetings and Events attended by the CEO.
 
OCM269/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Ralph Blyth
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Meetings and Events attended by the CEO. 

CARRIED
8.4 Technical Services Projects Report

The meeting adjourned at 12:12pm and Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips left the meeting.

The meeting reconvened at 12:51pm.

Agenda Reference: 8.4
Title: Technical Services Projects Report
Author: Kylie Gregson, Manager Technical Services

The Council considered a report on Technical Services Projects Report.
 
OCM270/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Technical Services Projects Report.

CARRIED
8.5 Regional Waste Update
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Agenda Reference: 8.5
Title: Regional Waste Update
Author: Meredith Newall, Waste and Resource Coordinator

The Council considered a report on Regional Waste Update.

Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips joined the meeting at 1:13pm.
 
OCM271/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Regional Waste Update.

CARRIED
8.6 Regional Cemetery Update

Agenda Reference: 8.6
Title: Regional Cemetery Update
Author: Meredith Newall, Waste and Resource Coordinator

The Council considered a report on Regional Cemetery Update.

Cr Ralph Blyth left the meeting at 1:18pm.
 
OCM272/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Jermaine Namanurki
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Regional Cemetery Update.

CARRIED

n Resources Monthly Report

Agenda Reference: 8.7
Title: Human Resources Monthly Report
Author: Luisa Arango, Human Resources Manager (Acting)

The Council considered a report on Human Resources Monthly Report.
 
OCM273/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Human Resources Monthly Report.

CARRIED

8.8 Jabiru Town By-laws 2024
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Agenda Reference: 8.8
Title: Jabiru Town By-laws 2024
Author: Fiona Ainsworth, Director of Community and Council Services

The Council considered a report on Jabiru Town By-laws 2024.
 
OCM274/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL receive and note the report titled Jabiru Town By-laws 2024.

CARRIED

8.9 Lurra Festival 2025

Agenda Reference: 8.9
Title: Lurra Festival 2025
Author: Fiona Ainsworth, Director of Community and Council Services

The Council considered a report on Lurra Festival 2025.
 
OCM275/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
Seconded Mayor James Woods
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Lurra Festival 2025.

CARRIED
8.10 Chief Executive Officer's Report

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Item 8.10 – Chief Executive Officer’s Report and Item 9.1 – Elected Member Questions with or 
without Notice were deferred.

10 PROCEDURAL MOTIONS
10.1 Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items

 Agenda Reference: 10.1
 Title: Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items.
 
OCM276/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 and section 52 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 the meeting be closed to the public at 1:42pm to 
consider the Confidential items of the Agenda.

CARRIED
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11 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

ORDER OF BUSINESS
Item 11.5 – Bank Authorisations and Item 11.6 – Council issued Credit Cards were bought forward for 
consideration.

Agenda Reference: 11.5
Title: Bank Authorisations
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

The Council considered a report on Bank Authorisations.
 
OCM277/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL:
3. Receive and note the report titled Bank Authorisations; and
4. Approve only the following council officers be authorised to deal with the Westpac Bank on 

behalf of the Council:
a. Katharine Murray
b. Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters
c. Fiona Ainsworth
d. Imran Shajib
e. Chalana Hansani 
f. James Henderson; and

3. Approve only the following council officers be authorised to deal with the National Australia 
Bank on behalf of the Council:
a. Katharine Murray
b. Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters
c. Imran Shajib
d. Chalana Hansani
e. James Henderson.

CARRIED
11.6 Council issued Credit Cards
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Agenda Reference: 11.6
Title: Council issued Credit Cards
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

The Council considered a report on Council issued Credit Cards.
 
OCM278/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receive and note the report titled Council issued Credit Cards; 
2. Approve the revised Credit Card (Mayor and CEO) policy;
3. Approve the issuing of a Credit Card to the new Director Technical Services; and
4. Approve the change of Council Credit Card monthly transaction limits as follows:

a. CEO card limit reduce from $15,000 to $10,000
b. Director Finance card limit reduce from $8,000 to $7,000
c. Director Council and Community Services card limit reduce from $10,000 to $7,000
d. Direct Technical Services card limit to be $7,000
e. HR Coordinator card limit increase from $2,000 to $4,000.

CARRIED 11.1 Confirmation of Confidential Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes  
 Agenda Reference: 11.1
 Title: Confirmation of Confidential Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Confirmation of Confidential Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes.
 
OCM279/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Steven Nabalmarda
Seconded Mayor James Woods
 
THAT COUNCIL confirm the minutes of the Confidential Ordinary Council meeting held on Tuesday, 23 
September 2025 as a true and correct record of the meeting. 

CARRIED

11.2 Confidential Special Council Meeting Minutes

Agenda Reference: 11.2
Title: Confirmation of Confidential Special Council Meeting Minutes
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on Confirmation of Confidential Special Council Meeting Minutes.
 
OCM280/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT COUNCIL confirm the confidential minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Tuesday, 28 
October 2025 as a true and correct record of that meeting.

CARRIED

11.3 Confidential Risk Management and Audit Committee Minutes

Agenda Reference: 11.3
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Title: Confidential Risk Management and Audit Committee Minutes
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on Confidential Risk Management and Audit Committee Minutes.
 
OCM281/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Confidential Risk Management and Audit 
Committee Minutes.

CARRIED

Agenda Reference: 11.4
Title: Current Status of Outstanding Regional Land Use Agreements from the 

Northern Land Council
Author: Clem Beard, Project Manager 

The Council considered a report on Current Status of Outstanding Regional Land Use Agreements from 
the Northern Land Council.

As a board member on the Northern Land Council, the Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips declared a 
conflict of interest.  However, Council determined that given the reports were for noting only the 
Deputy Mayor was not required to leave the meeting
 
OCM281/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Mickitja Onus
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receive and note the report titled Current Status of Outstanding Regional Land Use Agreements 

from the Northern Land Council; and
2. Note the status of outstanding Land Use Agreements.

CARRIED

11.5 Bank Authorisations
11.7 Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position

Agenda Reference: 11.7
Title: Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

The Council considered a report on Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position.

The matter was deferred to the Special Council Meeting scheduled for Thursday, 13 November 2025.
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12 DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS AND RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PUBLIC
12.1 Disclosure of Confidential Resolutions and Re-admittance of the Public  

Agenda Reference: 12.1
Title: Disclosure of Confidential Resolutions and Re-admittance of the Public
Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

The Council considered a report on Disclosure of Confidential Resolutions and Re-admittance of the 
Public.
 
OCM282/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Steven Nabalmarda
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Approve to disclose the following selected resolutions from the confidential section of this 

meeting in the non-confidential meeting minutes:
11.1 Confirmation of Confidential Ordinary Meeting Minutes
11.2 Confidential Special Council Meeting Minutes
11.3 Risk Management and Audit Committee Minutes
11.4 Current Status of Outstanding Regional Land Use Agreements from the Northern land 

Council
11.5 Bank Authorisations
11.6 Council issued Credit Cards

2. Open the meeting to the public at 1:57pm after the discussion of confidential items.

CARRIED
The public was re-admitted at 1:57pm.

8 RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORTS CONTINUED
8.1 Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence

Agenda Reference: 8.10
Title: Chief Executive Officer's Report
Author: Katharine Murray, Chief Executive Officer

The Council considered a report on Chief Executive Officer's Report.

Cr Onus left the meeting at 2:05pm.
Cr Nabalmarda left the meeting at 2:05pm and returned at 2:06pm.

OCM283/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
Seconded Cr Henry Yates
 
THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Chief Executive Officer's Report.

CARRIED
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Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips left the meeting at 2:10pm.

9 ELECTED MEMBER QUESTIONS WITH OR WITHOUT NOTICE
9.1 Elected Member Questions with or without Notice

 Agenda Reference: 9.1
 Title: Elected Member Questions with or without Notice
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Elected Member Questions with or without Notice.
 
OCM284/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Ralph McCoy
Seconded Cr Jermaine Namanurki
 
THAT the Council note the questions raised with or without notice from Elected Members as follows:

Gunbalanya – Road work poor condition, issues with shoulders and pot holes
Maningrida – Airport Fencing and Lighting
Animal Management across Communities, include Dingos at Jabiru Landfill.

CARRIED
13 NEXT MEETING

The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Thursday, 20 November 2025.

14 MEETING DECLARED CLOSED

Mayor James Woods declared the meeting closed at 2:18pm.
 
This page and the preceding pages are the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 
Wednesday 29 October 2025.
 
Click here to view the agenda for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Wednesday 29 October 2025.
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7.2 Confirmation of Special Council Meeting Minutes 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 7.2 
 Title: Confirmation of Special Council Meeting Minutes 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 
The Minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday, 13 November 2025 are submitted to 
Council for confirmation that those minutes are a true and correct record of the meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 
THAT COUNCIL confirms the minutes of the Special Council meeting held on Thursday, 13 November 
2025 as a true and correct record of the meeting.  

STATUTORY AND POLICY 
Section 101 and 102 Local Government Act 2019 
Council’s Scheduling and Conduct of Meetings (Elected, Local Authority and Council Committee 
Members) Policy. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 
This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. 2025 11 13 Special Council Meeting Minutes [7.2.1 - 5 pages] 
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Minutes of the West Arnhem Regional Council Special Council Meeting
Thursday, 13 November 2025 at 10:00 am

Council Chambers

1 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY AND OPENING OF MEETING

Mayor James Woods declared the meeting open at 10:03am, welcomed all in attendance and did 
an Acknowledgement of Country.

2 PERSONS PRESENT

ELECTED MEMBERS PRESENT  

Chairperson James Woods (Mayor)

Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips

Councillor Mickitja Onus

Councillor Joseph Diddo

Councillor Jermaine Namanurki

Councillor Ralph McCoy

Councillor Steven Nabalmarda

STAFF PRESENT  

Chief Executive Officer Katharine Clare Murray

Director Finance Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters

Director Technical Services Grant McKenzie

Manager Finance Imran Shajib  

Governance Advisor Debbie Branson

GUESTS  

Auditors Noel Clifford – Nexia NT
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3 APOLOGIES AND ABSENCES
3.1 Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice

 
 Agenda Reference: 3.1
 Title: Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Apologies, Leave of Absence and Absent Without Notice.
 
SCM73/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Steven Nabalmarda
Seconded Cr Jermaine Namanurki
 
THAT COUNCIL
1. Notes the apology received from Cr Henry Yates and Cr Ralph Blyth;
2. Notes the late arrival of Cr Joseph Diddo; and
3. Determines Cr Henry Yates and Cr Ralph Blyth are absent with permission of the Council.

CARRIED

4 ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA
4.1 Acceptance of Agenda

 
 Agenda Reference: 4.1
 Title: Acceptance of Agenda
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Acceptance of Agenda.
 
SCM74/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL accepts the agenda papers as circulated for the Special Council meeting held on 13 
November 2025.

CARRIED
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5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST OF MEMBERS OR STAFF
5.1 Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff

 
 Agenda Reference: 5.1
 Title: Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Disclosure of Interest of Members or Staff.

Mayor Woods advised that he is no longer a member on the board of the Bawinanga Aboriginal 
Corporation.
 
SCM75/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
 
THAT COUNCIL acknowledges there were no declarations of interest in relation to the items as listed 
for consideration during the Special Council meeting held on 13 November 2025. 

CARRIED

6 PROCEDURAL MOTIONS
6.1 Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items

 Agenda Reference: 6.1
 Title: Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor

The Council considered a report on Closure to the Public for the Discussion of Confidential Items.
 
SCM76/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Mayor James Woods
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT pursuant to section 99(2) and 293(1) of the Local Government Act 2019 and section 52 of the 
Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 the meeting be closed to the public at 10:07am to 
consider the Confidential items of the Agenda.

CARRIED
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7 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

7.1 Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position

Agenda Reference: 7.1
Title: Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

SCM79/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips
Seconded Cr Steven Nabalmarda
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receive and note the report titled Council's Medium to Long Term Financial Position;
2. Support the previous Council’s decision to return up to 20 Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation 

Jabiru Town residential properties subject to a CEO review of council’s Jabiru housing needs; 
3. Require the CEO to provide an updated report on Council’s medium to longer term financial 

position, with the 2025-26 budget review, between January and April 2026. 
4. Approve a copy of this report and the minutes of the Council decisions be provided to the 

Northern Territory Department of Housing, Local Government and Community Development 
Chief Executive Officer, Mr Tom Leeming.

CARRIED
7.2 2024-25 Annual Report

Agenda Reference: 7.2
Title: 2024-25 Annual Report
Author: Jocelyn Nathanael-Walters, Director of Finance 

SCM77/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Steven Nabalmarda
Seconded Cr Ralph McCoy
 
THAT COUNCIL:
1. Receive and note the report titled 2024-25 Annual Report; 
2. Accept the Financial Report for the year ended 30 June 2025 and the CEO’s Certification 

contained in the Report; and
3. Accept the 2024-2025 Annual Report.

CARRIED

8 DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL RESOLUTIONS AND RE-ADMITTANCE OF THE PUBLIC

The public was re-admitted at 12:04pm.
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Local Government Association NT Conference - Attendance

SCM82/2025 RESOLVED:
On the motion of Cr Mickitja Onus
Seconded Deputy Mayor Jacqueline Phillips

THAT Council approves Cr Jermaine Namanurki and Cr Ralph McCoy attendance to the Local 
Government Association NT Conference in Darwin on Tuesday, 18 November 2025 and Wednesday, 
19 November 2025.

CARRIED
9 MEETING DECLARED CLOSED

Mayor James Woods declared the meeting closed at 12:17pm.
 
This page and the preceding pages are the minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on Thursday 
13 November 2025.
 
Click here to view the agenda for the Special Council Meeting held on Thursday 13 November 2025.
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8 DEPUTATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
8.1 Presentations and Visitors - Santos - Barossa Aboriginal Future Fund 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 8.1 
 Title: Presentations and Visitors - Santos - Barossa Aboriginal Future Fund 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of presentations to be made by various 
stakeholders of the West Arnhem Regional Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL notes the presentations by Santos in relation to the Barossa Aboriginal Future Fund. 

BACKGROUND 

At various times, Council requests that presentations be made so that issues can be raised and 
information shared.  
 
Representatives from Santos have been invited to provide an update on Barossa Aboriginal Future 
Fund. 

COMMENT 

Peta Haughey, Government and Stakeholder Relations Manager NT and Neil Pomfret, Frist Nations 
Engagement Adviser NT/WA will be in attendance on Thursday, 20 November 2025 at 10:30am. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget:  
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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8.2 Presentations and Visitors - Local Government Association NT Chief Executive Officer 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 8.2 
 Title: Presentations and Visitors - Local Government Association NT Chief 

Executive Officer 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of presentations to be made by various 
stakeholders of the West Arnhem Regional Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL notes the presentations by the Local Government Association of the NT, Chief 
Executive Officer Mary Watson. 

BACKGROUND 

At various times, Council requests that presentations be made so that issues can be raised and 
information shared.  
 
Mary Watson, Chief Executive Officer was invited to introduce LGANT to the newly elected Council 
Members. 

COMMENT 

Mary Watson will be in attendance on Thursday, 20 November 2025 at 11am. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget:  
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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8.4 Presentations and Visitors - NT Police 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 8.4 
 Title: Presentations and Visitors - NT Police 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of presentations to be made by various 
stakeholders of the West Arnhem Regional Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL notes the presentations by the Northern Territory Police in response to the increase 
in crime in Jabiru. 

BACKGROUND 

At various times, Council requests that presentations be made so that issues can be raised and 
information shared.  
 
A representative from the Northern Territory Police was invited to attend to discuss the increase in 
crime in Jabiru. 

COMMENT 

Sgt Chris Harden will be in attendance on Friday, 21 November 2025 at 10:30am. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget:  
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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8.5 Presentations and Visitors - National Indigenous Australians Agency 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 8.5 
 Title: Presentations and Visitors - National Indigenous Australians Agency 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of presentations to be made by various 
stakeholders of the West Arnhem Regional Council. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL notes the presentations by the National Indigenous Australians Agency in relation to 
the Remote Australia Employment Service. 

BACKGROUND 

A one-hour face-to-face meeting has been requested by representatives from the National Indigenous 
Australians Agency regarding the Remote Australia Employment Service (RAES) (attached). 
 

COMMENT 

Gerrit Wanganeen, Regional Manager for East Arnhem and Groote Eylandt will be in attendance on 
Friday, 21 November 2025 at 11:00am – 12:00noon. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget:  
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. E C 25-001348 Signed letter to Mr James Woods [8.5.1 - 2 pages] 
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9 ACTION REPORTS 
9.1 Review of Action Items 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 9.1 
 Title: Review of Action Items 
 Author: Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor 

SUMMARY 

This report is submitted for Council to review and discuss the progress on outstanding action items 
from Council meetings.  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Receives and notes the report titled Review of Action Items; and  
2. Reviews the outstanding action items and give approval for completed items to be removed from 

the register.  

BACKGROUND 

Action items arise out of resolutions of Council or questions asked by Councillors. The attached 
register provides the current status of the action items as provided by the administration. The 
administration recommends items as complete but it is for Council to determine whether the item 
remains active or is complete and can be removed. 

COMMENT 

The actions that Council resolves to occur are to be acted upon by the administration. This report 
enables Council to progressively discuss and acknowledge the status of items. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals in the Regional Plan and Budget: 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Actions [9.1.1 - 3 pages] 
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9.2 LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Water Safety Advisory Council 

WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
Agenda Reference: 9.2 
Title: LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Water Safety Advisory Council 
Author:  Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor  

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to seek nominations for the Royal Life Saving Society NT, NT Water Safety 
Advisory Council through LGANT. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Receives and notes the report titled LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Water Safety Advisory 

Council; and 
2. Endorses the nomination of Cr ... to the Royal Life Saving Society NT, NT Water Safety Advisory 

Council and advisea the Local Government Association of the NT. 

BACKGROUND 

Royal Life Saving Society NT is seeking two (2) LGANT representatives to join the NT Water Safety 
Advisory Council. At least one of these nominees must be from a regional or shire council. 
 
Please find the terms of reference attached. 
 
Role and purpose 
The role of the NTWSAC is to: 
1. provide advice to the Minister for Sport on water safety related matters; 
2. identify gaps in existing provisions of water safety initiatives in relation to the services 

necessary for the prevention of drowning and near drowning in the Northern Territory; 
3. proactively develop and recommend solutions to emerging and ongoing issues; and 
4. develop and implement a Northern Territory Water Safety Strategy that focuses on Water 

Safety Education, Research and Data Collection and Standards. 
 
Nominees 
The NTWSAC comprises of up to 16 members. 
 
Members are to be appointed for a three-year period, with reappointment at the discretion of the 
Minister. 
 
Meetings 
Members of the NTWSAC meet quarterly and report six monthly to review the current action plan that 
underpins the strategy. The minutes of the meetings and bi-annual reports are sent to the Minister 
for consideration. 
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COMMENT 

All three nomination forms are required for NTWSAC, LGANT and the MInister.  Nominations close 5 
December 2025. 

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

NT Water Safety Advisory Council Terms of Reference 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement 
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities  
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. NTWSAC Terms of Reference (2021) [9.2.1 - 3 pages] 
2. NTWSAC nomination forms [9.2.2 - 6 pages] 
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9.3 LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Place Names Committee 

WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
Agenda Reference: 9.3 
Title: LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Place Names Committee 
Author:  Debbie Branson, Governance Advisor  

SUMMARY 

The purpose of this report is to seek nominations for the NT Place Names Committee. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL: 
1. Receives and notes the report titled LGANT - Call for Nominations - NT Place Names Committee; 

and 
2. Endorses the nomination of Cr ... to the Department of Lands, Planning and Environment NT Place 

Names Committee and advises the Local Government Association of the NT. 

BACKGROUND 

The Minister for Lands, Planning and the Environment is seeking three (3) nominations from LGANT 
for his consideration to join the Board of the NT Place Names Committee (NTPNC). LGANT submitted 
three nominations to the Minister before the local government elections, however two of the 
nominees were not re-elected so LGANT have been advised to call for nominations again. 
   
The NTPNC does not have any separate terms of reference, however the structure and functions are 
established under sections 5-11 of the NT Place Names Act 1967.  Additional information is available 
in the attached ‘NT Place Names Committee - General Committee Information’ document. 
  
Role and purpose 
The Committee considers submissions for place naming under the Place Names Act 1967, and makes 
recommendations to the Minster to name, or alter a name, for a place. The Committee does not 
develop place naming proposals. 
  
Nominees 
LGANT is seeking three (3) nominations for the Minister’s consideration. Nominees can be council staff 
or elected members. 
  
Committee members hold office for a period, not exceeding 4 years, specified in the instrument of 
appointment. 
  
Meetings 
The NT Place Names Committee meets four (4) times a year and may meet ad-hoc as required. 
Meetings are typically 2-3 hours long and can be conducted virtually. 
  
Committee members may also attend an in-person regional meeting and meetings with local 
stakeholders, generally once every 12-18 months. 
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COMMENT 

Nominations are required by CoB 5 December 2025. 

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Place Names Act 1967 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement 
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities  
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. NT Place Names Committee - General Committee Information [9.3.1 - 1 page] 
2. NT Place Names Committee - LGANT Representative Nomination Form [9.3.2 - 4 pages] 
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in Warruwi). This project has been completed with a small expenditure deficit of $1,482 being 
absorbed by council’s own funds in 2024–25. 

 
2. Application Number IPG2400007 shows the income and expenditure for the Minjilang 

Garbage Compactor approved project. This asset has been purchased and is now being used 
to manage the Minjilang landfill. Surplus funds of $40,652 are to be returned to the funder. 

 
Local Government Community Places for People Grant Program 
An annual funding acquittal is required to be laid before the Council for the Grant Application Number 
CPP2400008 and the Grant title is West Arnhem Cemetery Establishment Program.  The acquittal 
shows the income and expenditure for the period 2024–25, and $409,814 of unspent funds are to be 
brought forward for use in 2025–26. 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

Regulation 17 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 outlines the requirements for the 
monthly financial report to Council.  
 
The format of the monthly financial report follows the prescribed format set out in the CEO of the 
Department of Chief Minister and Cabinet’s approved form published on the NT Government Local 
Government Unit’s website. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The CEO is responsible for laying before the Council a monthly financial report and the Council is 
responsible for managing its resources. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report aligns to the following pillars and goals as outlined in the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
 
Goal 6.1 Financial Management 
Provision of strong financial management and leadership which ensures long term sustainability and 
growth. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Monthly Financial Report October 2025 [9.4.1 - 20 pages] 
2. IPG Acquittal - Critical upgrades to Miniilang staff housing [9.4.2 - 1 page] 
3. IPG Acquittal - Minjilang Garbage Compactor [9.4.3 - 1 page] 
4. Acquittal - West Arnhem Cemetery Establishment Program [9.4.4 - 1 page] 
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10 RECEIVE AND NOTE REPORTS 
10.1 Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 10.1 
 Title: Incoming and Outgoing Correspondence 
 Author: Violette Stehlin, Acting Executive Assistant to Mayor and CEO 

SUMMARY 

This report is to table items of correspondence received and sent since the last Ordinary Council 
Meeting.  

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the attached items of incoming and outgoing correspondence.  

BACKGROUND 

In June 2025, Council requested that incoming and outgoing correspondence be made available in 
hard copy for Council Members to view at each meeting separate to the agenda.  Correspondence 
available is as follows: 

COMMENT 

Type Date Sender/Receiver Reference 
Letter 21.10.2025 Chief Minister  Congratulations to Mayor James Woods  
Letter 31.10.2025 Department of Health, 

Disability and Ageing  
Elected Members as Responsible Persons 
under the Aged Care Act 2024 

Submission 31.10.2025 LGANT LGANT Submission Inquiry on Local 
Government Council and Local Authority 
Member Allowances 2026 

Letter 03.11.2025 Legal Aid  Meet and Greet 
  

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Nil. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars of the Regional Plan and Budget 2023-2024: 
PILLAR 6 FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNANCE 
Integrity is at the heart of everything we do. We are leaders of best practice and excellence in 
governance, advocacy, consultation and administration. Our processes, procedures and policies are 
ethical and transparent. 
Goal 6.3 Council and Local Authorities 
Excellence in governance, consultation administration and representation. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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10.2 Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor 

 WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
  

 Agenda Reference: 10.2 
 Title: Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor 
 Author: Violette Stehlin, Acting Executive Assistant to Mayor and CEO 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information to Council on meetings and events attended by the Mayor since the 
last Ordinary Council Meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Meetings and Events attended by the Mayor. 

BACKGROUND 

The meetings and events listed involve discussions that influence or may affect the operations of the 
Council or relationships with external agencies. The list is not a complete list of every meeting or event 
attended by the Mayor and excludes Council and Committee meetings. 

COMMENT 

Date(s) Location Reason for Meeting Person(s) met with 

04.11.2025 Maningrida Barge Landing Consultation Department of Logistics 
and Infrastructure 

04.11.2025 Maningrida Australia Citizenship Ceremony Maningrida Community 
Members 

07.11.2025 Maningrida Community Safety Public Meeting Maningrida Community 
Members and Agencies 

10.11.2025 Teams Meet and Greet The Opposition Leader  

11.11.2025 Darwin First Nations Unlimited Leadership 
Summit (day 1)  Various stakeholders 

12.11.2025 Darwin First Nations Unlimited Leadership 
Summit (day 2) Various stakeholders 

13.11.2025 Darwin Special Council Meeting Council Members 

13.11.2025 Darwin NTES support provided to Maningrida NT Emergency Services 
Chief Officer 

13.11.2025 Darwin Youth & Community Engagement 
Facility Designs 

Council Executive Team 
and Spartan Parks 
Managing Director 

14.11.2025 Maningrida Opening Ceremony Maningrida Sporting 
Change Rooms 

Maningrida Community 
Stakeholders and 
Dignitaries  

14.11.2025 Maningrida Meet and Greet 
Marion Scrymgour MP 
and Rob Knight Special 
Envoy Member 

17.11.2025 Darwin Reception and Networking Mayors, Presidents & 
LGANT Board Members 

18.11.2025 Darwin LGANT 2025 Conference (day 1) Various stakeholders 
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19.11.2025 Darwin LGANT 2025 conference (day 2) Various stakeholders 

20.11.2025 Darwin Ordinary Council Meeting (day 1) Council members 

21.11.2025 Darwin Ordinary Council Meeting (day 2) Council members  

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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10.3 Meetings and Events attended by the CEO 

WEST ARNHEM REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

FOR THE MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
 Agenda Reference: 10.3 
 Title: Meetings and Events attended by the CEO 
 Author: Violette Stehlin, Acting Executive Assistant to Mayor and CEO 

SUMMARY 

This report provides information on meetings and events attended by the CEO since the last Ordinary 
Council Meeting. 

RECOMMENDATION 

THAT COUNCIL receives and notes the report titled Meetings and Events attended by the CEO.  

BACKGROUND 

The meetings listed involve discussions that influence or may affect the operations of the Council or 
relationships with external agencies. The list is not a complete list of every meeting attended by the 
CEO and excludes Council and Committee meetings.  

COMMENT 

Date(s) Location Reason for Meeting Person(s) met with 

04.11.2025  Maningrida  Barge Landing Consultation  Department of Logistics 
and Infrastructure  

04.11.2025  Maningrida  Australia Citizenship Ceremony  Maningrida Community 
Members  

10.11.2025  Teams  Meet and Greet  The Opposition Leader   

11.11.2025  Darwin  First Nations Unlimited 
Leadership Summit (day 1)   Various stakeholders  

12.11.2025  Darwin  First Nations Unlimited 
Leadership Summit (day 2)  Various stakeholders  

13.11.2025 Darwin Quarterly DLI meeting  Department of Logistics 
and Infrastructure 

13.11.2025  Darwin  Special Council Meeting  Council Members  

13.11.2025  Darwin  Youth & Community Engagement 
Facility Designs  

Council Executive Team 
and Spartan 
Parks Managing Director  

14.11.2025  Maningrida  Opening Ceremony Maningrida 
Sporting Change Rooms  

Maningrida Community 
Stakeholders and 
Dignitaries   

14.11.2025  Maningrida  Meet and Greet  
Marion Scrymgour MP and 
Rob Knight Special Envoy 
Member  

17.11.2025 Darwin Legal Advice Mills Oakley  

17.11.2025 Darwin Regional Council Delegates 
Meeting  Various stakeholders  

17.11.2025  Darwin  Reception and Networking  Mayors, Presidents & 
LGANT Board Members  



   

 

 
West Arnhem Regional 
Council 

- 89 - Ordinary Council Meeting 
Thursday 20 November 2025 

 

18.11.2025  Darwin  LGANT 2025 Conference (day 1)  Various stakeholders  

19.11.2025  Darwin  LGANT 2025 conference (day 2)  Various stakeholders  

20.11.2025  Darwin  Ordinary Council Meeting (day 1)  Council members  

21.11.2025  Darwin  Ordinary Council Meeting (day 2)  Council members   

LEGISLATION AND POLICY 

Nil. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 
 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

This report is aligned to the following pillars and goals of the Regional Plan and Budget: 
 
PILLAR 1 PARTNERSHIPS, RELATIONSHIPS AND BELONGING 
Investing in relationships and partnerships at all levels supports and strengthens community and 
belonging. We prioritise the value of partnerships and relationships as a key determinant of a happy, 
strong and thriving community. 
 
Goal 1.1 Community Engagement  
Seek out and support diverse perspectives and collaborations with community, community leaders, 
businesses, agencies and local service providers to enhance community life. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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Kurrung Sports Festival Jabiru 05-06 September 2025 












































































































































	1  Acknowledgement of Country and Opening of Meeting
	2  Persons Present



